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\ "                            sight of her young family, whom she made stand up in a
*C                               row.    There were six daughters and two sons.    It was a
••';-                               very pleasing sight.
Dr. Johnson proposed our setting out.    Mr. Boyd said,
?•*. •,                              he hoped we would stay all night; his brother would be at
:i*   •                              home in the evening, and would be very sorry if he missed
;.,  J                              us.    Mr. Boyd was called out of the room.    I was very tie-
•! -                              sirous to stay in so comfortable a house, and I wished to sec
;   •                               Lord Errol.    Dr. Johnson, however, was right in resolving
t" ^                              to go, if we were not asked again, as it is best to err on the
safe side in such cases, and to be sure that one is quite wcl-
'.!,.                               come.    To my great joy, when Mr. Boyd returned, he told
•!                                 Dr. Johnson that it was Lady Errol who had called him out,
• •" i                              and said that she would never let Dr. Johnson into the house
-  '                                again, if he went away that night; and that she had ordered
the coach, to carry us to view a great curiosity on the coast,
after which we should see the house.    We cheerfully agreed.
Mr. Boyd was engaged, in 1745-6, on the same side with
. .                                many unfortunate mistaken noblemen and gentlemen.    He
-   '•                              escaped, and lay concealed for a year in the island of Arrail,
the ancient territory of the Boyds.    He then went to France,
4                                  and was about twenty years on the continent.    He married
a French Lady, and now lived very comfortably at Aberdeen, and was much at Slains castle.    He entertained  us " .:                               with   great   civility.    He  had   a  pompousness  or  formal
plenitude in his conversation, which I did not dislike.    Dr. Johnson said, 'there was too much elaboration in his talk.' ;*                              It gave me pleasure to see him, a steady branch of the family,
setting forth all its advantages with much zeal.    He told us
1 4                              that Lady Errol was one of the most pious and sensible
. ;'                              women in the island ; had a good head, and as good a heart.
-;                                  He said, she did not use force or fear in educating her chil-
"•   :                               dren.    JOHNSON. ' Sir, she is wrong1; I would rather have
<.                                the rod to be the general terror to all, to make them learn,
. 'j                                than tell a child if you do thus or thus, you will be more
;•                                 esteemed tha'n your brothers or sisters.    The rod produces
1 See ante, i. 54.
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